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amendments are moved in Comamittee along
these lines, I shall give them my support.
The Bill provides that a percentage can be
charged on top of the various license fees
that now have to be paid. Let we take the
ordinary seven-seater taxi running through
the metropolitan area, The fees aggregate
in the case of such a vehicle £36 a year. As
tbe Bill stands now, with the deletion of the
seating fee, the license will drop to £15, but
there is a chanse which permits the hoard to
charge up to 10 per cent, more on tile ross
receipts, and if this 10 per cent. is added
to the £15, it will represent a total of ap-
proximately £66 or £67 per annumn.

Hon, 0. W. Miles: You are surelt out in
your figure.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I think not. The
Government no doubt have a genuine desire
to co-ordinate all the transport services in
the metropolitan area, and do not intend
that this Bill shall be a taxing measure. I
hope when the Chief Secretary is replyinz
to the debate, he will give some information
on that point. Possibly there may be some
misunderstandings as to the actual cost that
will have to be paid when the full 10 per
cent. extra is charged. It may be said that
the hoard will not charge this much. It will
only be necessary for a charge of 5 per cent
to be made to bring up the fees to what
they are to-day. Let me now take the busers.
At present they pay approximately £130
a, year, incluiding the seating fee. The cor-
rect figure I believe is £129 15s. for a 30-
seater bils. With the abolition of the seat-
ing fee it would bring the cost down to £40
for a vehicle license, but if the 10 per cent.
is added the charge will 7run into £274.
These buses are operating in certain parts
of the metropolitan area which are not
served by railways or trains. Some means
of transport must be allowed to the people.
I hope this phase of the matter will be taken
into consideration. It does not appear to
me that if the board retain the fees it will
be necessary to charge Such an extortionate
rate to enable them to carry on. There
must be fully 88 or 90 taxis. and about the
same number of buses operating in the
metropolitan area. A tremendous revenue
would he provided if the fees charged under
the Bill were. to he paid. I do not think it is
desired that that revenue should be -raised
by the board. I believe the main idea or'
th Government in introducing the Bill is

to arrive at some settlement of the trans-
port problem. In view of that fact I regard
it as unnecessary that so high a charge as
10 per cent, should be imposed. In Comn-
nmittee it will be necessary, according to my
view, to reduce the percentage. It may be
saidl that probably the board will not charge
the full 10 per cent.; but if the full per-
centage is not requiredl, why give authority
to charge it!? As I said in opening, we hope
to reach the Committee stage soon and to
complete the Bill this week. Any further
comments I have to offer I shall reserve for
the Committee stage. Hon. members will.
I hope, give consideration to the two or
three points I have raised. I support the
second reading of the Bill.

On motion by Ron. E. H. Gray. debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.
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HILL-LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2.)

Council's amendments.

Schedule of five amendments made by the
Council flow considered.

In Comnmittee.

Mr. Sleenian in the Chair; the Minister
for Police in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2.-Delete this clause.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

It now appears that the Lotteries Commis-
sion have sufficient power already without
this clause, and I therefore propose to agree
to the amendment.

Mr. LATHAM: I am surprised to hear
the remarks of the Minister. W~hen we
brought the matter up in this House he said
it was necessary to have this clause. If a
Bill is going to be altered, we might have
the opportunity to make such alterations
here.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
commission will not have the powver that was
originally sought for them, hut wvill have
sufficenet power to do what is required.

MJr. LATHAM: The Minister told us that
the commission had given £1,000 to the un-
employment fund. I do not think any ob-
jection should be taken to that. I under-
stand, however, that while the Bill has been
going through, the commission have given
another £500 to the unemployed.

The Premier: They gave £:250 from two
different lotteries.

Mr. LATHAlk: I have no objection to
that.

The Minister for Police: For future ad-
ministrative purposes, this clause is not
deemed necessary.

Mr. LATHAM: it seems that once an-
other place puts up amendments, we are
only too ready to accept them.

The Minister for Police : Not in every
case.

Mr. Wise: The amendment I proposed,
yan fought strenuously.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 3.-Delete this clause.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I
mlove-_

That the. amendment be agreed to.

This deals with the distribution of money
for charitable purposes. The Council seem
to have greater confidence in the commis-
sion than in the Government who appoint
them. Evidently, in the eyes of another
place, the commission have shown consider-
able admninist rative ability.

The Premier: This cuts out the provision
for Ministerial control.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: There
is a disposition to rely entirely upon the
conmissioners in the distribution of this
money for charitable purposes. in pine-
tice, the commission have always gone where
they could get thne necessary information,
and have consulted lboth the Minister and
the departments concerned.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 4.-Delete the word "thirty-
six" in line three and substitute the word
'thi rtv-fou r."

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: This
amendment would, if agreed to, shorten the
life of the Act by two years less than was
proposed in this House. I move-

That the amendinent be not agreed to.

The experimental stage of this bnuiiness has
now passed, and there is no reason why the
commission should not be able to enjoy a
continuity of policy for three years. This
money is used to assist various departments
which would ordinarily have to be assisted
by the Government. The Health Depart-
ment have reqjuests for X-ray plant and hos-
pital facilities, and if they are acceded to
in the ease of one districtl another district
will expect the same consideration. If the
department know they can have a continu-
ity of policy for three years, they will be
able to arrange to satisfy these claims, It
would certainly be advisable to extend the
life of the commission until 1936.
Formerly we had no conception as to how
the funds would be distributed], but now we
have had an actual demonstration. Apart
from those who are opposed on principle
to such legislation, no one can cavil at the
success of the Commission with regard to
raising money, nor can anyone bave any
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serious complaint regarding the way the
money has been distributed. In conformity
'with the policy of the Leader of the Oppo-
nsition, I shall not agree to the amendment
wnade by the Council.

Mr. Wise: You did not say that before
when I tried to secure an amendment.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: A limi-
tation of one year wil! interfere with the
continuity of any policy the Commissioni
rmay adopt.

NMr. SAMPSON: The Council's amend-
inemit should be agreed to. There is not the
same principle embodied iii it, as there was
in the other two amndmentrs we have (lealt
with.

The 'Minister for Health: Why bring this
matter up for discussion every year9 The
old chaps have a habit of limiting legisla-
tion to one'year.

Mr. SAMKPSON: I thought the Minister
intended to agree to limit the operations of
the Act to one year.

The Minister for Police: Why do you
say that?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister spoke in
such a suave, bland way that I thought he
had seen the light, although he would not
agree to do so when I attempted to direct
his thoughts. It would not be a senous
matter if we required the legislation to be
reviewed next year.

The Minister for Police: Do you desire
to discuss this tinkering sort of legislation
every year?9

Mr. SAMPSON: The legislation was held
up and stone-walled for quite a long time
by members sitting on the Government side
of the House.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendme~nt not agreed to.

No. 4. New Clause.-After Clause 2, in-
sert a new clause, to stand as Clause 3, as
follows:

3. Section three of the principal Act
is hereby amended by the addition to
paragraph (e) thereof of a proviso, as
follows:

Provided that the first appointed
members of the Commission shall hold
office until the thirty-first day of De-
cember. one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-four.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I
move-

That lihe inenlncmt 1w iot agreed to.

I definitely object to the Council's proposal.
It would mean that members of the present
commission would be appointed by Act of
Parliament.

The Minister for Health: Not by Act of
Parliament, but by a few old fogeys in the
Leg~islative Council.

Mr. Latham: Tbe Minister for Health
should not talk in that way about members
of another place.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I
assume that members of the Opposition will
not agree to the insertion of such a clause.
I cannot visualise the Leader of the Oppo-
sition agreeing that any responsible Minis-
ter of the Crown should hand over a task
that is essentially the prerogative of the
Crown. If the new clause were agreed to,
it would undermine Governmental authority.
I cannot remuember a precedent for such an
amendment, and appointments of consider-
ably greater moment have had to be made
by Governments in the past. Governments
bare had to make appointments to the
judiciary and magistracy, and] have had to
appoint men to such high offices as the
Comnmiss ionershi p of Railways, and each-
Government have had to take the respon-
sibility for their actions. They did not
hand over 'the applications to Parliament
and ask members to decide who should be
appointed. I can hardly conceive that the
Legislative Council were in earnest in agree-
ing to such an amendment, particularly in
view of the difficulty that has arisen over
some appointments. In fact, one appoint-
nwint is still a-waiting a legal decision. I
do not know what the position of Parliament
would he if they compelled the Government
to continue an appointment that may yet
P~rove to be ultra vires the Constitution.
This is a vital matter, and in the circum-
stances, it will please the member for Swan
to know that in no circumstances will the
Government accept the Council's proposal.

Mr. SAMPSON: What has the member
for Swan got to do with this matter?
Surely the Minister can make a serious
statement without endeavouring to bring in
ill-conceived hiumour that is in bad taste. I
agree with his contentlion, and can do so in
one-tenth the number of words he used. The
Rouse can properly refuse to accept the
iPmendmnent, but why the necessity for the
pointless gibe at meq I cannot u'nderstand
the Mtinister's idea. I am prepared to ac-
cept the views exp~ressed by the Preniier.
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The Minister for Employment: If the
Minister's remork was pointless, how did
you take it?

Mr. SAMPSO-N: The Mlinister's remark
seemed to me uncalled for. I was not dis-
turbing him in his remarks.

The Minister for Police: You indicated
before that I had not made my meaning
clear, although I made it clear to everyone
in the House except you.

Mr. SAMPSON. The Minister did not
take the stand I had anticipated. If he had
taken a stand on this amendment, he would
have been quite safe. There was no neces-
sity to make the remark he did, for it would
call for a rejoinder.

.The Minister for Police: It would not
require any ability to get back on the re-
joinder. I would be prepared to accept
anything you said.

Mfr. SAMPSON: I am not too sure that
the Minister would]. There was no justifica-
tion for his remark. He spoke quietly,
blandly and apologetically, apparently ex-
pressed his agreement with the Legislative
Council, and then, on this amendment, said
he intended to oppose it. I am with him
in this instance.

Mr. LATHAM: A principle is at stake, and
this House could not agree to the Council's
amendment. It would mean that, irrespec-
tive of what the qualifications or financial
position of a member of the Commission
might be, even if he should violate the law,
he woulid still have to remain a member of
the Lotteries Commission. I agree with the
Minister that the House could not possibly
agree to the Council's maendment. The
Government have to accept responsibility
in matters of much greater importance than
the appointment of commissioners to con-
duct lotteries.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5. New Clause.-After Clause 3, in-
sert a new clause, to stand as Clause 4, as
follows:-

Amendment of Section 15.
4. Section fifteen of the principal

Act is hereby amended hy the addition
thereto of a paragraph, as follows:-

(f) A copy of every account fur-
nished by the Commission to the Min-
ister under paragraph (d), together
with a copy of the certificate of the

auditor in rega rd thereto, shl b le laid
before each House of Parliament within
thirty days after the receipt of such
account and certificate by the Minister,
if Parliament is in session, and, if not,
then within thirty days after the com-
inencement of the next session of
Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I
move-

That the ameindmnit be not agreed to.

The Act provides that a r-eturn shall be
preented. to the Minister, with an audited
statement, certified by an auditor, after each
sweep has been run. I have already given
the House a assurance that at the end of
tho financial year, a properly certified bal..
ance sheet shall be compiled and published.,
The Council's proposal i, in my opi nion,
quite unnecessary.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A Commnittee consisting of the Minister for
Railways, Mr. Latham and Minister for
Police drew up reasons for disagreeing to
certain amiendments. Reasons adopted, and
,a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-PIkE BRIGADES ACT
AMENDMENT.

(jounels Am rendmnts.

Schedule or eight amendments made by
the Council now% considered.

In Committee.
-Mr. Sleemian in the Chair; the Minister

tor Police in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause Z.-nsert a new paragraph
to stand as paragraph (e), as follows:-

(c) by adding cii additional proviso at
the end thereof, as follows:-

Provided, also, (int notwithstanding the
aieadnicnt of lie Second Schedtie to the
Fie Brigades Ai-t, 1916, as enacted by
the Fire Brig-ades Act Amiendmjent Act,
1933, the eonimt utn of the Board shall
continue under ihe provis ions of the See-
and Sei~ecl le as enacted by the principal
Act until the 311t lay or Decemaber, 1934.



IASSE-MILY.)

The MINTISTER, FOR POLICE;. This
'.deals with the re-allocation. of districts; it
'is -necessary, and I propose to accept it. The
&aouda Schedule has been altered, -and this
proviso is required in order that those actu-
ally representing various districts shall con-
tinue their representation. This amendment
moanis that the existing representation shall
be valid, even though the Second Schedule
has been altered in another placee. I move-

That the amendment boe agreed to.

M4r. CROSS: This amiendment is really
essential. In actual practice the Second
Schedule no longer exists. It was necessary
to amend it, for it was creating a ridiculous
positi on, and might hare been the cause of
some local authority holding uip the work of
the board at any timie. The schedule has
been, amended in another place, and without
the amnrdment before us there might have
to be an election of all the hoard members
elected by local authorities.

Question put and passed;. the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 3.-Delete parangraph (a).

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: If this
paragraph and also the next one lie deleted,
the power to appoint to the board a member
of the Fire Brigades Union will no longer
be in the Bill. When the Bill was intro-
duced I explained that we considered it
would be a decided improvenment to the per-
sonuci. of the board to have on tine board a
member of the Fire Brigades Union, for
the board would have the advantage of his
practical experience. The volunteer firemen
were represented for the samne reason, but
the fire-fighting is now mainly done by the
permnanent men, and so it was proposed to
enlarge the principle of giving representa-
tion to the volunteers -by appointing also one
fromn amongst the permuanent men. As I
Pay, this amendmnent, with the following one,
would prevent that, and so I miove-

That the amendinent lie not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 3.-Delete paragraph (e),

The 1'MINISTER FOR P3OLICE: For the
reasons already given I mnov--

That the anicodmient be niot agreed to.

Mr. CROSS: I hope the Commnittee will
not agree to this amiendmnent. From timne

to time we hear [lhe opinion, l)articularly
fromn the employing section of the
coIitIlaitT, that we ought to promote

1 '~( in i nuiltr, and concord be-
tween the emiployer and employee, This
is a genuine attempt to give representaition
on the governiing body to the workers in
the industry. It cannot be denied that the
advice of a practical fire fighter would be
invaluable to the board. The need for
amending the schedule was first mentioned
by a practical firemian. Such an appoint-
meat would contribute to the efficiency kind
contenitment of the service. Menbers -of an-
other place contended that matters of a con-
fidential nature might be divulged to the
union. I consider that such a statement wvas
an insult to the intelligence of memnbersh]ere.
Peaople who speak in that way are not aware
of the friendly relations existing between
the hoard and the firemen.

\fr. L;ATHAM: Why has the Minister
specially singled out the workers in the
coastal districts for represeiitation on the
boardf Do they represent all the paid fire-
inen?

The Mtinister for Police: Yes.

M~r. LATHIAM: I Opposed 40m lparagraph
when the Bill was before us. This is time
first time an attempt has been made to give
effect by Act of Parliament to the principle
of the representation of wvorkers on a gov-
erning board.

Mfr. Raphael: We live and learin.
Air. LATHAMT: The bon. tueniber has a

lot of nasty ideas. A little while ago we
gave a1 decision that involved a similar prin-
ciple. So far as I know, there has been no
friction between the board and the Uniion,
though disagreements may occur at times.

Tme ML~inister for Police: Volunteer fire-
mnen are represented on the board.

Mr. LATrHA~m: But they are giving vol-
LLntary set-vice and need representation to
ensure that they get a fair deal. The other
firemen are paid servants. 'I did not sug-
gest that a representative of the firemen on
the board Niould carry yarns back to the
un~ionI.

IMr. Hawke: The member for Canning
said that was mentioned in another place.

Mr. LA&THAM: Then bie should not have
mentioned it here.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.
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NO. 4. (,')use 3.-Delete paragraph (f).

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
paragraph contains a proviso that any per-
56on who eensesi to lie a member of a local
authority shall not continue to be a metmber
of the hoard. This has been requested by
tile beval authorities to ensure that they will
be directly represented. Those who contri-
bute to the Upkeep of the fire brigades are
the Government, the local authorities and the
insurance companies, and each of those
parties is entitled to direct representation.
The proviso was, ins~erted to ensure that
there should he no departure fromt that
principle. I move-

That tile :,rmacu~ent be not agreed to.

Mr. LATlIAM: The representative of a
local authority could be on the hoard for
only two years and hie would then have to
far-c re-election.

Hlon. W. D. Johnson: During that period
he might cease to be a member of the coun-
cii.

Mr. LATHAM: Yet he might know more
about fire brigade work than would a new
man. He would be a representative of all
the boards and not merely of the board who
appointed him. The fact of his ceasing to
be a member of the local authority would
not make him less efficient as a representa-
tive on the board.

Mr. CROSS: If the proviso were deleted,
a representative inight cease to be a. member
of the local authority -a couple of weeks
after his appointment and he might do
things detrimental to the local authority end
in the interests of the underwriters. He
should not he a representative of the local
ajuthority it lie ceased to 1)e a member of
the council.

Question put and passed;, the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 6i.-Delete this clause.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: This
amendment also deals with the appointment
or a permanent fireman to the board in that
it proposes to increase the amount which
members of the hoard may receive from £250
to £275 per annum I move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 6i. Newv Clause-After Clause 7 in-
sert a new clause, to stand as Clause. 8, as
follows:-

S. Thne Seond Sucdule of the principal
Act as enacted by setion fotir of the prin-
cipal Act is repeated, an~d the following suli-
stittated:

Second Schedule.
Part 1.

Municipal District-The City of Perth.
Ijonil Distriet-Perth.

Part i1.
31 unit-ilm paI isi ric t~s-Claremaon t, Cotteelov,

East Preniurle, City of Fremntle, GuilidorA,
Mfidlanld .1 Un (ion, NYorth Freniantlc, Suiaco-

Rtoad 1 istriets - Rassenftm%, Bayswater,
Ruekiand H1il1, Cnaning, f-reenmiowit, Mel-
v-ille, Nedads, Peppermint Grove, Perth,
South Perth, Swan.

Part III.
Municipal Dist ricts-Boulder, Kalgoorlie.
Rioad Districts-Coolgardie, Cue.,. EalgooTe,

Leonora, Mfeciatharra, Tilgarn.

Part IV.
Municip-l IDistriets.-Albany, Briubury, Bt

selton, Collie, Geraldton, tNhrrogia, Northa.
Wagin, York.

Road Districts--Bverlcy, Brooktoa, Xatani-
jung, Kellerberrin, Maecering, Morredin, Nor-
thmin, Toodyay.

Each district under Parts IT., fIL. and EV.
to he naned the (name of municipal or road
district) fire distrirt. The letters (R.B.) to
follow the 7nmes of the Perth and Xalgoorlie

road districts.

The MIMTSTER FOR POLICE: The
proposed new schedule has been referred to
the departmental officers who consider it
necessary. I move--

That the amendment be agre-ed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. -1. Title.-Delete the word "twelve!'
in the first line.

T he MINISTER FOR POLICE: To

amend the Title in this way would limit the
scope of the Bill andi prevent the inclusion
of a permanent fireman on the board.
move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Quiestion put and passed;, the Council's
amendment not agreed to.
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*N.8. Title.-Insert the words "and the
second schedule" after the word "forty-two"
in the second line.

-The MUiNISTER FOR POLICE: The
amendment is necessary to cover the altera-
tion to the second schedule. I wove-

That Mei amendinent be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted. A committee consistiug of Messrs.
Cross, Latbam. and Millington drew up rea-
sons for disagreeing to five amendments.
Reasons adopted and a message accordingly
returned to the Council.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumied from the 7th December.

M& LATHAM (York) [5.40): 1 dis-
agree with a remark mnade by the Deputy
Leader of the Government when introduc-
ing the Bill. The hion. gentleman asserted
that the Premiers' Plan had not done any-
thing near what it was expected to do. 1.
4contend that the Plan saved Australia from
bankruptcy, and I propose to quote some
figures which, 1 believe, will convince the
House that that is so. The Plan was adopted
in May, 1931, and came into operation here
in August. The Plan was accepted by the
Commonwealth Gioverniucnt and the six
State Governments, four of which at the
time -were Labour. The Prime Minister wasi
leading -a Labour Government; and in Vic-
toria, New South Wales, and South Aus-
tralia Labour Governments were in power.
The Plan was endorsed by all the Govern-
ments of the day.

Mr. Cross; Including Mr. Lang's Govern-
mentl

Mr. LATHAM: Mr. Lang agreed to the
Plan.

The Minister for Works: He signed it.
Mr. LATHAM: Mr. Lang agreed to it,

though we know what happened subse-
quently. At the time the emergency legis-
lation was enacted, Australia was drifting to
leeward at the rate of £E40,000,000 a year.
The deficits of all the Australian Govern-
meats ran into nearly that figure. The year
in which the emergency leg-islation was

passed, it was anticipated that the aggre.
ir'ate Of Australiaal deficits would b(
X40,000,000.

Mr. Cross: That was m~ostly for interest
though.

Mr. LATIHAM: It was sh~own that Aus-
tralia could not pay its way.

Mr. Cross: Australia could not pay it
interest.

Mr. LATHAM: The reason was that Aus
tralia's national income had fallen b)
£200,000,000 p)er amiUlh, a stupendous drop,
The fill in the national income was chiefy~
caused by the fall in the prices of our ex-
port commodities, and by the difficulty in
securing markets. W"heat, wool, and timber
bad no markets; and when markets were
obtained, the prices were very low.
Secondly, Governments experienced diffi-
culty in finding sufficient money in London
to meet oversen commitments, and thus wvero
conip2,!'nd to discourage, and almost pro-
hibit; thc importation of gooas into Aus-
trala. That again caused a falling-off in
the national income. The two main facts
to be homne in mind are that the national
income of the Australian people had fallen
by £200,000,000, and that Australia was
facing an aggregate annual deficit of about
E4.0,000,000. For the financial year ended
30th June, 1931. just before the introdue-
Eion Of the financial emergency legislation
into this Chamber, the aggregate Austra-
lian deficit amounted to £31,150,000, a
colossal sum. The House should remember
that those factors caused the getting-to-
gether of the Prime Minister and the
Premiers. The object was to stop that
tremendous drift. Had we continued as we
were going- then, there would have been no
alternative to bankruptcy. We were produc-
ing goods, bat could not find markets for
them. Therefore we bad to resort to oth-er
means. The only other means available was
to reduce expenditure. Hon. members know
how that task was, set about. The experts
advising the Prime Minister and the Treas-
unrr of the day pointed out what could be
done to reduce expenditure by about
£20,000,000, and what could be done,
through increased taxation, to make up
some of the leeway. The Premiers' Plan
has achieved what it was intended to do.
Some of uas disagree, as the Minister for
Works disagrees, with the methods em-
ployed. The Minister disagreed extensively
last year.
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The Minister for Works: I know I did.
Mr. LATHAMf: Much more than he does

this year.
The -Minister for Works: No fear!
Mr. LATHAMI: I will tell the3lmse

what ]w. -Eaid. I will remind him that lhe
threw out a challenge, indirectly, to u~s to
look up "Hansard" and see what he said
on this subject previously. But for that
implied challengre, no one on this side would
ever have thought of looking, the matter up.

Mfinislcr~sl Mfembers: Oh!
Mr LATHIAM~: I had no idea that there

was likely to be any alteration in the Act.
I will tell the House why I thought therc
would he no alteration. The reason is
that in connection with the very first
Bill introduced by him into this Chamber
the Treasurer said he wanted more money.
There was very little opposition to that
Bill because it was realised the TIraury
did wvant -money.

The Minister for W'orks: Which Bill?
Mr, LATHA"M: The Financial Emergency

Tax Bill.
The Minister for Works: He only asked

for the same amount of money.
Mr. LATHAMU: But he wanted it to con-

tinue for the whole 12 months if it was pos-
sible. Last year we had only seven-
twelfths of it and this year the Premier
will have not less than nine-twelfths. The
Premier at that time told us it was neces-
sary to have that money, and I knew it was
necessary, hut it does come as a surprise to
find that it is proposed to give away a certain
amount of revenue that was wanted two
months after the House met, It is indeed
a surprise to find this Bill introduced now
with the amendments it contains.

Mr. Raphael: Do you oppose the idea
that certain refunds should be made to the
Civil Service?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not intend to ans-
wer any of the hon. member's interjections
On the 30th June, 1931, Australia's deficit
amounted to £.31,150.000. and I think we can
claimn that the Act has done what was in-
tended, because last year Australia's de-
ficit totalled £8,608,000. So it will he seen
that a considerable leeway was made lip.
It would- have been a wonderful thing to
have checked it, but as it is, 'we
have brought it back to a controllable
amount of money.

Mir. Ferguson: And with lower prices for
commodities.

M1r. LATI-IA-[: There is food ror refleca-
tion in Australias l Iisitilill to-(la3. onl the
4th June, 1931, Australian 5 per cent. Mtocks
were down to C63 10s.;- to-day they are at
a prelnili.

Mr. Raphael. That is because J. T1. Lang
has been put underneathI.

.Mr. LA.THiAM: Ta-day the price is be-
tween £10'. and C105. That shows that con-
fidence in Australia is being restored. This
has been done by the getting together of
all the Premiers and carrying out what is
referred to as the Plan legislation, That
legislation has done what it was intended
it should do. Getting hack to the finances
of this State, in 1930-31 we went to lee-
ward to the extent of £1,420,000, and hti
1931-32 our deicit wvas £1,557,000. I do
not propose to offer any excuses for those
huge deficit-., hut in passing I maight men-
tion that there were a number of people
cut of employment and that alone was
costing the State £643,000 and on
account of the difficulty of getting money
at Home we had to pay exchange at the
rate of 30 per cent., which meant another
£E620,000. Thus it will be realised that
Western Australia was going to the had
to the extent of a million and a halt a year,
and that therefore something had to be
done. A reflection of the Plan legiala-
tion was a redaction of the deficit
of £864,000 in the last year of the previous
Government. If we look at the price or
Western Australian stocks to-day we will
find that some of them are quoted up to
£110. That shows that confidence overseas,
which it is so necessary for us to have, is
being restored. The Minister ior Employ-
ment told us that in September, 193], there
were 19,000 people depending on the State,
that 17,000 were on sustenance and 2,000
were engaged on relief work, and that in
September of this year there wecre only
5,300 on sustenance and 8,700 on relief
work. The Minister further said, and T.
believe his figures are accurate, that 5,000
men had been absorbed in private employ-
ment. That looks as if the Plan legisl1ation
had done something;, that it had assisted
to take off the Government's hands that
number of mnen. We can claim that the
Plan legislation saved Australia froin bank-
ruptcy and restored confidence. That was,
what it was intended to do in spite of
what the Minister for Works said the other
itight when he introduced this Bill. When the
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legislation was'1 introduced, it was intended
that the finaheces should be balanced this;
year. The present Government, however,
have been let off balancing their budget
this year. The proposal now submitted to
the House is not going to improve the
Government's position; it will atggravate
it. I do not know whether consideration
was given to the matter by the Minister
for Wvlorks, but I am afraid he did not con-
suit the Minister for Employment, and in-
deed I do not know whether hie consulted
the Treasurer. If he did, I am surprised
at his bringing down the Bill I
know that the Minister for Works is in
the habit of doing a lot of wild things on his
own, end before I sit down I shiall quote one
or two of them, just to show how much out
of step hie is with his party at times. "Han-
sard," which is -a good record, will help me.
When the legislation was introduced, things
were so desperate that those who were in
,employment in te Government service,
and those in employment outside, were aske
to mnake a sacrifice.

'The -Minister for Emuploynment: In this
State only.

Mr. LATHAMN: Everywhere. lit every
State in Australia bhere was a cut in wages
in the Government service.

The M4inister for Employment: No other
Governmnent introduced legislation like ours.

'3r. LATHAM: I have gone to. a good
deal of trouble to ascertain the position. In
'Qneensland by an Order in Council there
wa%%s a reduction in wagfes -and salaries. In
the other States it was done by legislative
enactment.

The Minister for Works: Not a single law
in Australia reduced wages.

Mr, LATITAM: I can assure the Minister
for W% orks that the Arbitraition Courts in
South Australi and New South WVales mnade
substantiail reduations.

The Minister for Wv"orks: You were talk-
ing about Parliamentary enactments.

Mir. LATJIA.3: Authority must be given
to do th~at. The Minister knows well what
Was done. After the basic wage was fixed
by the Federal Arbitration Court, there was
a 10 per cent. reduction, and the Minister
knows well that wages in South Australia,
Victoria, Quneensland -and Tasmania were
considerably lower than the wages in this
State. If reductions had not been made
nmany people would have been thrown nut of
work. We asked the people in this

State to join up in making the sacrifice, and
they agreed to do so. There was more noise
and fuss in this Rlouse on] thle subject titan
there was in ainy other part of the State.
There was comiparatively little nloise outside,
because people were willing to do their part.
They saw what was happening, and they
saw that many people were out of employ-
meat for the first time in their lives. As l
have said, the sacrifice was accepted cheer-
fully by the people, andl we have no right
now to ask them to make a second sacrifice.
I ant afraid th-at we are getting into a worse
fin ancial position than we were in before,
The trouble is that tuenibers talk too much
in the House and later on, when a change
comes about, they wish they could obliter-ate
Sonic of the things they said.

The M\inister for Employment: Then the
hon. nemlibr had better be brief.

Mr. LATHAMK: I ami much briefer than
the lhon. gentleman. Certainly I shall never
enter into a 'Marathon with him.. The Min-
ister for Works ought to be sure of his facts
before he makes statements in this House.
I notice that the Prime -Minister had occa-
srion to pull him up. Wheni the Minister
was speaking I doubted one of the state-
meats that be made, and if he looks up the
records he will see that I interjected, "You
have no right to give that information, even
if it is authentic." I never for one moment
thou ght that the Federal Government had
done anything of the kind attributed to them
by the 'Minister. I know that in our own
State some assessmntt notices -are often de-
layed.

The Minister for Works: I know of one
instance where a cheque for £2,000 was ready
for payint to the Commonwealth, and the
drawers of it were told to hold it back until
after the finanicial year had closed.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister is aware
that the Comnmon vealth gives two months in
which to pay taxation. Under the State law
the period is one month and I should not
like to approach our own Commissioner and
ask him for -an extension of tirn in which
to pay taxation.

The Minister for Works: You frequently
get it.

Mr. LATHEAM: I do not know about that.
if it is so, I am glad that somebody is able
to get an extension. But really the Mlinister
should be more guarded in the statements
hie makes.
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The Minister for Works: What I said is
absolutely correct.

Mr. LATHAM1: Anyway, the Prime Min-
ister has said that it is incorrect.

The 'Minister for Works: He made a very
lame explanation.

Mr. LATHAM: The Prime Minister said
that be was surprised at a responsible Min-
ister makingy such a statement.

The Minister for Works: What causes
him surprise does not concern me in the
least,

Mr. Marshal]: I would rather accept the
Minister's statement than that of the Prime
Minister who is only a political acrobat.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Leader of the Op-
position must address the Chair.

Mr. TLATHAM: The position of the State
has not improved sufficiently to enable the
Minister to give anything away. If he
examrines th-e revenue and expenditure for
this year, he will find that with the extra
taxation hie is collecting that was not eol-
lectable last year, plus the £300,000 that the
Government arc getting from the Common-
wealth, the State will still be a long way
behind. A considerable amount of money
isz coming in monthly to the Treasurer fromt
the financial emergency tax. In addition,
hie is getting £200,000 more this year from
the Federal Government than was given last
year, that is, £100,000 for the reduction of
the deficit last year, and £100,000 towards
a reduction in the deficit this year. I can
understand the Minister feels he is under
an obligation to introduce this Bill. It does
not, however, represent the promise he
made to the people nor the proa-
misc mnade b -y other occupants of the
front bench, or the promises made by mem-
bers occupying Riome of the cross benches.
I am sorry that the Labour Government
were not in power for the last three years.
We would then have seen what they were
able to do, and to what extent they- were able
to improve on what we could do. T !mnow
the Government are quite ready to do the
righlt thing irrespective of whiether they
think those things represent their political
xiewy, or not. We hand an instance of thatt
the other day when the Minister for Em-
piovment had to do the right thing, though
jpots-bly be didi not w-ant to do it. I am
sorry the 'Minister for Works has not pro-
fited by% the experienr-e everyone has been;
th-ough during the last three years. Hie
has not done so because he did not hare

the responsibility of office. In order to
show that considerably more than this was
promiqted to the people I should like to quote
from a speech made by the Premier on the
3rd March last at the Perth Town Hall. He
said-

The provi-sions. of the Finn nt-in] }Jraergeney
Act, whic-h had the effect of Lowering alarvy-s
andt s' agri, would not be re-eiiut-?e if Lnibour
were returned to office, but tijos- whichl pro-
vided for a reduction in interest would be
re-enaceted.

The M-inister for Works: He was wrongly
repmorted,

Mr. LATHAM: Surely the Minister will
not put up that argument. It was a state-
iient which influenced thousands of vote-i,
many more than the placarded stuff at
Trades Hall and on the trains.

The Minister for Employment: Did that
uniifloy you?

11r. LATHAM: No. I am only sorry
that the public believed that sort of trash.
I will now quote from " Hansard" of the
17th November, 1932, to show what the
Minister for Works had to say on the sub-
fet:-

We have denonued this Bll ever since it
was lacd onl the statute-book, and I give
tho Minister in charge an undertaking now
that if at the next election we are retunied to
the Treasury benches, he wvill never be able
to charge uts with not denouncing the measure
b~efore we got into office, and repealing it when
we did get into offie; because one of the
first things we will do whiei we get into power
after the next general election will he to rc-
peal this legislation. There is no doubt about
that.

I can imangine the emphasis that was placed
on the words "No doubt about that."

The Minister for Employment: And now
you complain that we are going too far.

Afr. LATHAM: Not at all. Why does
not the Minister do what he promised?
What are the Government giving away
uinder this Bill?

The tiisitei- for Works: You said I was
giving away more than I could afford.

Mr. flawke, Poor bow-yangs!

Mir. LATHAM: The man on the basic
w. ange will not get a penny under this Bill.
Tip will require to draw 9s. above the basic
war, e before he ]Cri-eves any assistance what-
ever-. The main with a mar-gin of 30s. for
skill will -et an extra 8d. per week; the man
with a mnargin of' 12s. 6d. will get 2s. 2d.;
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and the matt with 15s. will get 2s. 8d. The
mare money a man gets the more relief will
he get. A man on 17s. 6d. -will get 3s. 2d.;
a man on 20s. will get 3s. 8d.; a man oii
22s. 6d. will get 4s. 2d,; and the man on
25s. will get 4s. 8d. above the basic wage.
That is most unfair to the man who is out
of work. These figures show up the position
in a very bad light from the point of view
of the unemployed. These additional
amounts that are to be banded over on the
ground of margin for skill represent a sum
of money that would find a great deal of
work for other people, and tend to ease the
Jot of a great many.

The Minister for Employment: It will do
that.

Mr. LATHAM:- The Minister knows, as
do the people, that goods are always bought
at the cheapest possible place, even if they
have to be imported from the Eastern
States.

The Mfinister for Works: Are you refer-
ring to the margin for skill!

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. I do not know
whether my figures are completely up to
date, because I have had to depend upon the
records we could get in the House.

The Minister for Works: What was the
figure you quoted?9

Mir. LATHAM: The man on the 10s.
margin for skill will get 8d. a week.

The Minister for Works: That is righit,
Mr. LATHAM11: And on 2s. hie will get

2s. 2d.
The Minister for Works: That is on the

latest basic wage, not when the Act wvas
brought in?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes.
The Minister for Works: That is right.
Mr. LATHIAM: The Minister has more

up-to-date informaotion than I have, but L
am glad to know my figures are correct.

The Minister for Works: It would be
largely a question of the date, Are you
including the cuts?

Mr. LATHAMT: "We took the rest "In-
dustrial Gazette'' and the present basic
wage. The man who gets the basic wage
with a 2-5s. margin for skill wvil ree.'ve 4s.
8d. Talk about greasing the fatted pig!

The Minister for Employment: You took
more off him, when you made your cuts.

Mr. LATHAM: He can afford to give a
little to the Government who help in
keeping employment going.

Mr. Hegney: He is giving it.

Mr. L.ATHAM: Not at all. The argu-
mients that we put up hold good to-day.

The 'Minister for Workis: It means so
little to him that he should not object.

Mr. LATHAM: It means so mudi to the
man who is out of employment.

The Minister for Works: Your argument
has been proved to be fallacious.

Mr. LATIJAM: The Minister will cer-
tainly get into trouble over this. The mian
on the basic wage will get no relief, but
immtediately his margin of skzill brings him
above it he will get relief.

The Minister for Employment: But he
will not have his wages cut. down 10s. as you
promised.

Mr. LATHAM: .1 made no such state-
nment. 'When the Minister put up that flap-
doodle to the people of East Perth it is a
wonder he did not feel sick. He mode some
wonderful promises. If we were to outdo
each other with promises it would be a very
bad outlook for Western Australia, and
the public would have to pay.

The Minister for Employment:- They Id
not accept your promises.

Mr. LATHAM: I will now deal with the
salaried staff. The Minister has brought
down an amendment relating to the police,
but I do not understand the import of it.
Salaried officers -who arc at present re-
ceiving between £C205 and £C240 are the oaky
ones who will derive any benefit. No one
who is receiving less than £205 w'ill get
anything. Members of the civil service are
not likely to derive any great satisfaction
from this measure,

The Minister for 'Works: To what dis-
trict are you referring?

Mr. LATHAM: To the City of Perth,
where most of the money is spent.

The Minister for Works: There a9re other
districts too. If you confine yourself to the
city it will be all right.

Mr. LATHAM: I am doing so. The
onffeer who was on £300 a year at the 30th
June, 1930, is nowi drawing £240. l 7nrler
the Bill, because he has come down £2 be-
low the amount of the automatic range,
he will receive a benefit of £2 a year.

The Minister for Justice: That is some-
thing.

Mr. LATHAM: Is it worth -while disor-
genlaing the whole of the service for £E21

The Minister for Justice: But that is not
So.

Mir. LATH AM: It seems as if it is so.
It is cauising a good deal of discontent, and
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is not carrying out the promise of the Cov-
t rnnent,

The Minister for Justice: What did the
Government promise?

Mtkr. LATHAM: I have already told the
House what the Premier and the Minister
for Works said. The officer who was draw-
ing £258 onl 30th June, 1930, is now draw-
ing £230. Under the Bill he will receive
£242, a rise of £12 a year, which is the maxi-
mRi..

The MAinister for Works: That is in the
city.

Mfr. LATHAM: The less a man actually
gets thle less will hie receive. The officer onl
£276, now drawing £221 will go to £230, a
rise of £9; the man on £264, and now onl
£211, will go to £218, a rise of £7; the mua
on £252, now onl £205 . will have the magni-
ficent rise of £1 a year. Below £205 the
officer gets nothing. If there is nyone who
is entitled to help it is the man onl the smiall
salary.

Mr. Cross: Y'ou did not say that before
the elections.

.Mr. LATHAM: Of course I did. Only
:322 officers arc likely to get any benefit.

The Mlinister for Works: Are you talking
of the metropolis stilil

Mr. LATUA-M: I think there are very
few civil servants outside the city.

Mr. Tonkin: Have yon ever heard of the
teachers I

The Minister for Justice: Is it not a good
thing to confer benefits upon people?

'Ar. LAT HA-M: Yes, at tile expense of
other p~eople. The Government by this meas-
ure will he depriving of work those who
badly need it.

Sitting suspended froin 6.15 to 7.30 'p.m.

A-r. LATHAM: As I have already mid,
there are about 322 who, it is estimated, will
receive benefits from the introduction of this
legislation, and those benefits will not be
enjoyed by anyone receiving less than £205.
One of the disadvantages of the legislation
is that it will benefit men who are already
in receip~t of a fairly good wage compared
with what others are earning. I consider
it to be the duty of the Government instead
of helping those who are already receiving
a fairly high margin for skill, to assist those
who are out of employment, those w'ho are
on relief work or on part-time employmlent.
It should he our object to place them in full-

time employment as soon as possible. This
leg"islation will not assist in that respect.
There are still many sad eases. In your own
electorate, Rr. Speaker, there are -some such
eases and individuals concerned have come
to tie occasionally and pointed out that they
andt their grown-us) families are living in one
room. 'it is the responsibility' of the Goy-
ernuseur to endleavour to pat that sort of
thing- right.

Mr. )ioloncv: Y'ou did not tell them that
when you took this tax from them.

Mr. LATH{AM: The mnember for Subiaco
knows very little ahout it, or he would not
talk like that.

Mr. M1oloney: I know a good dual about
it.

Mr. LATHAM:; If he did, be would not
make such a statement.

'Mr. F. C. L. Smith:- You imposed a tax
on sustenance workers.

Mr. LATHAM: I asked the -Minister for
Works where he was going to get this money,
and the Minister replied that it had nothing
toi do with us, hut the responsibility was onl
the Premier. I tell the Ainjister definitely
that mnemlbersi, irrespective of the side of the
House on which they sit, represent the tax-
I-sayers as well as the non-taxpayers, and the
Minister had no right to reply in such a
way. It is the reiponsgibility of every mem-
ber to know whence the mnoney is to coome.
We may agree or disagree -as to whether
we are justified in adopting certain courses,
but it has to he recognised that the Premier
has to submit his proposals to the House
when lie asks for mnemy. Every member
has a right to express his views when such
a request is made. I am of thle Opinion that
the Minister for Works has not given any
considerationi as to what this relief will cost
or where the money is to come from. As a
matter of faet, I do uot think the 'Minister
knows how man y will be affected by the
legisilation or how muoch hardship it will im-
pose upon those who are in employment. If
he did I believe he would hlave told the
House moore than he did. I have given the
House miore information then the Mlinister
did when hie introduced thme Bill. The expen-
diture for the first five months of the pre-

setfinancial Year has been £103,202 mnore
than for the samine period of last
year, and tile cost of thle relief cov-
ered by' tile Bill must he added to that.
I admit that the deficit this year i., £53,151
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less thani it was last year at the correspond-
inig Iperiod, hut the Premier has had the
benefit of the additional money derived from
the finlancial emlergOleny tax, whielh was not
collected this time last year. I do not know
whether he is drawing additional money
from the Commonwealth Government from
the grant of £100,000 that was to he spread
over the year. Presunahly lie receives one-
twelfth of that amlount 0eh month.

The Premier: N4o.
Mr. LATHAMI: Is that payable at the

end of the yea r?
The Premier: Yes.
Mr. LATHIAM: At any rate, there is that

ad~itional mnone *y that hie will have at hils
disposal. There was no mnention in the Esti-
mates of money for the p)urposes of the re-
lief covered by the Bill. Is it proposed to
submit supplementary Estimates to deal with
this expenditure? Will the ainout he large
enough to justify the submission of supple-
moentary Estimates.

The Premier: No.
Mr. LATHAM: We have not been given

any idea of what it will cost and mnembers
have a right to that information. I have
looked carefully through the Estimates and
so have other members of the Opposition.
We can see no provision made anywhere for
this additional expenditure. If thre is any
.such provision, I do not know where it is
to be found. The Premier did not sax' in
his speech that hie antieipated any such ad-
ditional expenditure. I have looked through
the whole of his speech, but I can find no
such reference. Perhaps this legislation rep-
resents a last minute thought on thie part of
the Minister for Works. There is not the
justification this year that there 'was in the
past to interfere with trust funds. In years
gone by, all Governments used trust funds
in anticipation of being able to recoup them
from loan funds. In these days, we know
to the last penny just what loaa funds will
be available, and, in consequence, we are
not justifiedI in interfering with trust funds
at all. Certainly the tax Bill that we dealt
with earlier afforded relief to the lower paid
men, andi I credit tJhe Government with that
action. The Government have also restored
the 44-hour week to the workers,' and now
they propose to grant somec relief to the bet-
ter p~aidl wages men. It seems most extra-
ordinary that the first Bill we dealt with
imposed taxation and the last Bill seeks to
return to some -workers the- cut that was

miade unidr the fiiiancial eniergency legis-
lat ion.

The Premiier: With was the first BRI
that imposed taxation?

Mr. LATHAM;: The Financial Emerge.acy
Tax Bill.

The Premier: That merely continued the
tax you imposed.

Mr. LATHAM%:: I will not agree to that
at all. It was not identical by any means.

The Premier: It was a better one.
Mr. LATHAM1: 'No doubt it was, from

the Premier's point of view. Perhaps we
will find that the additional money required
nder tilt Bill before the House is to be

derived from that tax. I hove not been able
to find out exactly what monley is being de-
rived from that tax.

The Premier: It was not -a new tax.
-Mr. LATHAMA: It was double the former

tax.
The M1inister for Works: It gives the

same amount.
The Premier: Yes, it returns the samie

total1 amount.
Mr. LATHAM: WXe will check the state-

m~ent when wve get the returns. In 1930-31
there were 57,219 taxpayers, but last year
there were only 30,736, so that if the 1're-
mier anticipates getting incereaised taxation
with which to grant this additional relief
to the Civil Service, he will have to impose
the taxation on a fewer number of taxpay-
ers than were availahle in 1930-31.

The Premier: WVe have not imposed any
taxation beyond whiat you. did.

Mr. LATHALM: Previously " pointed out
that the revenue of the State does not
.:iistify this relief in the Slightest degree.
There is still a falling off in revenue every
year and there would have been a fallinz
off last year but for the additional taxa-
tion cund the money receivedi from the
Commonwealth Government. There will be
a fail this year unless the revenue is mnore
.iuorrnt thain I anticipate. There is cer-
tainly more mioney fromn the railway -, but
whether that will continue, I do not know.
T have my doubts about it, and certainly
whleat freights will be less trnan thev were
last year. T do not think the Governmient
would do it, but it would be strange if they
were to go to the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent for assistance, not to balance the Bud-
get hut to decrease the deficit, and at the
same time, grant the relief projected under
the Bill, relief that is not at all justified.
That relief is to be given to those who arc
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in receipt of fairly good waues; :t w ill
render assistance to that section of tile
wages men and very little relief will be
given to rnicn in die Civil Service. I want
thle Minister for Employmen, ro note that
the repeal of Plart V. of the Act will ad-
versely affect the position of taose he is
striving- to assist. It is unfair to allow
lei-sous to enter into contracts and then
Force new conditions upon them. Contracts
have been entered into for the supply of
t~iitber overseas and no"- we are to lorce
the people concerned to pay higher wages,
if this legislation be ag-reed to, after the
1st Jlanuary niext year. I dlo not know how
those people will il seeing, that they
have arranged their contracts on the con-
ditions that prevailed prior to thlis legis-
lation.

The Minister for Employment: Does that
not ocrur in every walk of life?

.Mr. LATIlAM-I T do not know, hut they
must hove ent their prices very fine to get
the business. The days have gone when
there were huge profits to be derived.

The 'Minister for Employment: Will the
lion. member say what became of the pro-
fits they derived when the men's wages
were reduced and the employers nad cur-
rent contracts that continued?

Mr. LATHAM: There were no contracts.
11 wish there had been.

The Minister for Works: Weren 't there
The Minister for Employment: Of course

there were.

Mr. LATHTAMN: There was no export
trade then,' or very little of it.

The Minister for Works: I "'ill give you
some information under that heading.

Mr. LATLIAM: I want the M1inister to
give the House considerably more intor-
wriation than he has done so far. He spoke
all rouind the Bill and very little about it.
If I achieve nothing else beyond inducing
t.he 'Minister to give some information to
the Houise, I shall have done something. It
is easy for the Minister to talk in the way
he has. We know that business was stag-
nant in the days I refer to. There was no
export of timber, but there is some export
going oa to-day. The 'Minister boasted of
additional activity in the timber trade, but
if we are to permit employers to fix con-
tracts and then introduce legislation that
will force them to pay higher wages to their
employees the effect will be harmful. Tn

:tge timber trade, priactically the whole of
the workers receiv-e the margin for skill.

Miss Holman: Hardly any of them re-
ceive it. More than 50 per cent. of the
employees in the timber industry are paid
the basic wage.

Mr. LATIA'M: What proportion?
Miss Holman: Most of them are in that

position.
Mr. LATTIAM: I say that nearly all of

them are paid additional money on the
basis of margin for skill.

Miss Holman: Statistics show-
Mr. LATHAM: .1 gleaned my informna-

tion from the statistics.
Miss llolinin: You have not read the

statistics that were placed before the board.
M-Nr. LATHAM: I have, and I found that

most of the men in the timber trade are on
the margin of skill.

Miss Holm an: That is wrong.
'Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LATHAM: 1 wvill not argue with a

lady.
The Minister for Employment: If the con-

trac-ts extended over 12 months-
.Mr. LATHAIM: I am not referring to old

contracts, but to new contracts. There is
the supply of sleepers for the trans-Austra-
lian railway. I presume the contractors did
not consider it necessary to insert a clause
providing that if there were an increase in
wages, the price would increase correspoad-
ingly. The Minister for Employment knows
it is perfectly true when I say that nearly
all the fnarniture sold in Kalgoorlie to-Jar
is imported from the Eastern States. It is5
niot a question of railway freights; the fur-
nit-ure can be bought more cheaply there.
I do not k-now how the ;fbister for Em-
ployment can sit in Cabinet with the Minis-
ter for Works when the latter legislates
adversely for the people whom the Minister
for Employment is desirous of placing back
at Work.

The Minister for Employment:. It will be
extremely ditlcult. to sit with him.

Mr. LATHA'M: I -will tell the -Minister
what will happen in the soft goods trade.
Supplies can he procured more cheaply in
the Eastern States and they will be made
Lip there. That is what will happen. In-
stead of the raw material being sent here
and being made uip locally, the goods will
be imported and work will be lost to oar
people.
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The Minister for Employment:- That was
the argument you used before the elections.
to bring down wages to the level of those
in the Eastern States.

Mr, LATHAMI: I am not suggesting that
now, and I have never argued that way. The
Minister for Employment has become so
used to the parrot-like utterances of his that
he actually believes them.

The Minister for Employment.: I have it
in black and while.

Mr. LA TRAM: I have never said any-
thing of the sort.

The Premier: You ask your defeated
Nationalist friends.

Mr. LA TRAM: I will read what the
Premier said.

Mfr. Thorn: They had to blame someone.
Mr. LATHAM:- Of course, and they

abused sonseone who got support. If it is
a question of making promises, I can assure
the Minister that I can make rash promises
too.

The Minister for Employmnt: I know
that.

Air. LATHAM: But we have not been
in the habit of doing so. I hope I shall
never have to, for it is timie -we told the
people who has to pay. In the printing
trade, the hon. gentleman recently went
down and started a new tricolour machine
going. On that occasion complaints were
raised about work being done in the East.
The very people members opposite are sup-
posed to represent, the workers, will buy the
cheapest possible goods-and I do not blame
them. The only thing we have to look to
is to see that we do not force them to buy
goods in the Eastern States.

The Minister for Employment: You mean
we should keep them on low wages, and give
them no spending power.

Mr. LAT HAM: What does the spending
power of the people mean? It means a
lot less g-oods if we are going to put up the
cost of the goods. Will that ho of any
.beneflt to them? Of course not. This is
what Mr. Theodore said just prior to leaving
the Treasury-

Tlsose who say thait salaries and wages must
not carrie dowrn are living in a world of
illusion.

That statement was broadcast, for he used
it on several occasions5.

The Premier:. Wages did come down,
following on that statement.

Mr. LATH AM; I previously pointed out
that the peop~le on the basic wage are not
affected bky the legislation which has been
introduced. What I am concerned about is
that the men working in factories on a mar-
gin of skill are going to have additional
IWIageS paid to them, which will serve to
make goods dearer and force employment
out of this State to the Eastern States. So
we shall get hack to that beastly old method
we had three years ago. I am not going to
oppose this legislation, for I want to see us
rid of the whole of this class of legislation
as early as possible, bat we shald do it in
a proper way.

The Premier: What is a proper wvay?
lMr. LAT HA.M: As I have already

pointed out, the -Minister for Works gave
[is an exposition of the proper way when
he said as follows:-

We have denounced this B3ill ever since it
was placed on tile statute-book, and I give the,
Minister in charge an undertakig flow that
if at the next elec-tion we arc returned to the
Treasury benches lie will never be able to
charge us with act denoncing the mneasure be-
fore we got into office, and. repealing it when
we did get into office because one of the first
thiug-s we will do when we get into power alter
the next election is tu repeal this legislation.
There is no doubt about that.

We ca's imaginL' the Minister wiping the
perspiration off his brow when saying that.

The Premier: Your complaint is that he
is doing too much for you.

Mr. LATHAM:- No, I say he is doing
it piecemeal. Why d oes he not carry out
the pledge be gave? Indeed, why does not
the Premnier carry out the pledge he made
in the Perth Town Hall on the 3rd M~arch.
last, wh~en he said he was going to repeal
the measure. This is what the Premier said
on that occasion-

The provisions of the Financial Enicrgeniy
Act which had tdie effect of lowerinrg salaries
and wages would nt be re-enacted if Labonr
were returned to office, but those which pro-
iidd for a reduction in interest would be re-

enap-ted.

The Minister for Justice: Do you sup-
port that?

My. LATHAM: Yes, I told the Minister
the other night I would support it.

The Premier: I thought you were oppos-
ing it because it was not going far enough.

Mr. LATHTAM: No, I was giving to the
House information which the Minister did
not give. The Minister talked all around
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the Bill, but did not give us any informa-
tion, and when asked for information he
practically told us in a polite manner to
mind our own business.

The Minister for Works: What informa-
tion did you give?

Mr. L.ATHAM: I told you how many
people below the £205 mark were going to
benefit. N \o ne. And how miany of those
above the £C240 mark were going to benefit.
None.

The Premier: Are you not going to op-
pose the Billt

Mr. LATHAM: No.
The Premier: Yet yon say it will ruin

so many. You are going to help ruin them!
Mr. LATHAAM: I say we have to con-

tinue the operation of the Act, hut the Gov-
ernment say the finances are so good that
they can afford to give relief. However, I
know their figures do not show that, and
that is wh-at I am telling the House. Some
wag-es men will get somne benefit, but not
the least paid wages, men, only those on a
margin for skill. I think I must have dis-
appointed the Mfinister when I gave those
figuresq

The Minister for Works: You do not dis-
criminate between dates and districts and
figures.

Mr. LATHAM.%: There are only four dis-
tricts. Already some relief has been given
on the goldilds, and I am not against that.

The Premier: Yon are supporting every-
thing in the BiU, even though it is going to
ruin the private traders?

Mr. LATHAM:I It will not ruin private
traders. it will throw many men out of
employment, but the traders will import
ready-made goods from the Eastern States.
I am not supporting every clause in the
Bill; I have to support the second reading
in ord-er to get the Bill into decent shape in
Committee, where I expect a good deal of
support from the Government side. If the
people can g(et their goods cheaper, they
are going to get them cheaper.

Mr. Sleeman: The factory workers in the
East are not under the financial emergency
legislation.

Mr. LATHAM"%: Does that matter-? They
are paid 7s. per unit less in the factories
over there. Whereas we get the raw mate-
rial and manufacture it here to-day, we are
going to have it sent over here as manu-
factured articles. That is what I am con-
cerned about.

The Premier: Well, surely you will not
vote for the Bill.

Mr. LATHAM_%: I have to vote for its
continuance. In Committee we shall see
what wve can do with that clause. But there
is a mnuch more important clause, namely
that which the Premier voted against last
session. There was no division on the second
reading, but when it came to the vital clause,
the continuation clause, the whole of the
Labour Party voted against it. This year-
they are not going to vote against. it.

The Premier; It is a different Bill.
NMr. LATHAMI: It is a different side of

the House.
The Minister for Employment: And the,

then Government would not divide the meas-
ure, either.

Mr. LATHAM1: No, we were not justified
in doing so. Even to-day, from my know-
ledge of the finances, the present Govern-
ment are not justified in this Bill.

The Minister for Employment: We say
we are justified, and that it is going through.

xMr. LaATHAM1: Well, I do not mind, and
the Treasurer does not care.

The Premier: I am going to find the.
money.

Mr. LATHAM: Are you going to bring-
down supplementary Estimates?

The Premier: No.
Mr. LATHAM1: Have you any idea what

it is going to cost? Perhaps the Premier
will tell us that, and where he is. going to
get the money. The only thing the Minister
for Works spoke about the other night was
that there was no justification. He roamed
all around the Bill without actually dealing
with it. I do hope we shall yet be given
some further information about it.

HON. X. KEENAN (Nedlands) [7.55]:-
I should like the ^Minister to consent to an
adjournment, for we have had no opportun-
ity to read his speech until to-day. I mov-

That the dlebate be adIjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

THE MINSTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. 'MeCalluns-South Fremantle-in reply)
[7.56]: It is difficult to follow the Leader
of the Opposition for, although he is op-
posed to the Bill, he is going to vote for
it. He said we were giving away too much,
and then he said we could not afford to give
away anything. It is hard to see where be
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stands in the matter. Ile says he opposes
the Bill, opposes any alteration; hie says
the State finances cannot afford it, and
then he turns round and says we are giv-
ing away nothing, after which he declares
we are giving away more than we can
afford.

Mr. Doncy: He explained that to amend
the Bill in Committee it was necessary to
support the second reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not discussing that; I am discussing only
his criticism of what is in the BUIlte said
we were not giving the service anything,
and then he said we were giving away more
than we could afford. He said the Bill is
going to be ruinous, but that he will vote
for it. He started off, by declaring that the
Premiers' Plan had achieved its objective,
that it had come up to expectations. We
have not opposed the whole of the provi-
sions of the Premriers' Plan, for we sup-
ported the conversion of our internal debt
and the reduction of interest and quite a
number of other phases of the Plan. But
the reduction of salaries and wages we
opposed from the start. When the hon.
member claims that so much has been
achieved as a result of the Premiers' Plan,
I rewind him that the results he pointed to
have been achieved at the cost of the great
bulk of the wage-earners, ana to the bene-
fit of the financial institutions, who have
built up enormous bank balances at the
expense of the mass of the people.

Mr. Latham: WVho are they "'ho have
built up the bank balances

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: Those
people who were able to contribute £,10,'-
000,000 to the loan in 24 hours, a week or
two ago.

Mr. Latham: You mean the banks.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not so

much the banks as the big financial insti-
tutions. To-day a section of this commun-
nity have more money than they can find
investment for, more money than the banks
wvill take over from them-

Mr. Patrick: Your income tax returns
do not show it.

Mr. Lathamn: Simply because they 'inan-
not send their m.oney away and pay the
25 per cent exchange.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What is
the use of talking like that?9 It is easy
enough to get money away to America to-
day, or at all events it is not so costly as
it was a little time ago.

Mr. Lathami: But it meanis 25 per cent.
exchange when sending it to Akierlca to-
day.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ex-
change is against as because the money
has to go to London first, but there -was a
time when it was costing 60 per cent. to
Fend money to America.

The Mfinister for Employment: And
whilst they were making increased profts,
they did not hesitate to reduce the wages
of their employees.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: It is
not money or~ that description -which
is available. The money is there in millions.

Mr. Lathamn: Ten millions would amount
to only' about 30s. par head of the popula-
tion.

The I'FlNJSTER FOiR WORKS. Yes,
and the public were not given an opportu-
nity to subscribe to thep last loan.

31r. Latham: The public subscribed
throug-h the banks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was no campaign to get the money. We
were advised that it would be unwise to go
on the market for a loan of £16.000,000,
whereas it is quite obvious that with a cam-
paign, £:20,000,000 could have been obtained.

'Mr. Latham: Because the banks were
holding the money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
money was subscribed quickly by the big
financial institutions. The hon. member
pointed out that wanges had fallen in the
Eastern States as well as in this State. I
do not think lie said it directly, but he cer-
tainly inferred that wages had fallen there
f or the same reason as they had fallen here
I repeat, and I defy contradiction, that this
is the only Parliament in Australia that
passed a Jaw to cut wvages, No other Parlia-
ment attemipted to do it. It was altogether
outside the Premiers' Plan. Wages in the
Eastern States have come down as a result
of applications made to the Arbitration
Court, where the employers had to prove
their case in suippoit of a cut. That is what
will happen if this Bill be passed. If the
employers have a case and are entitled to a
reduction of wages, they have to go to the
court and substantiate their claim. They
will not be able to impose upon Parliament
the duty of red.LLcLng wages. Let us con-
sider where the bon. member's argument
would lead. H~e said that in every State
waiges, had been reduced. In every other
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State the reduction has been made by order
of an industrial tribunal. The Common-
wealth Arbitration Court made a cut of 10
per cent. and other courts largely followed
the lead, but the cuts have been imposed by
industrial tribunals. Though cuts have been
mnade in that way elsewhere, the hon. nmem-
her maintains that Parliament should Make
the cuts here. That would set up Parlia-
ment as a court to review the decisions of
our Arbitration Court.

31r. Latham: Exactly what you will be
doing under this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Exactly
what we propose to repeal under this Bilt.

Mr. Latham: You are not dealing- with
the salaried staff.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: Their
salaries are not fixed by the Arbitration
Court.

MNr. Lathanm: I am quite aware of that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Every
wage-earner whose wages are fixed by the
Arbitration Court, if the Bill becomes law,
will be freed from the cut by Parliament.
There is no suggestion that the court should
be interfered with. The bon. member's argu-
inent is that if an industrial tribunal re-
duces wages in the East, this Parliament
,should impose a reduction here. I I em.-
pinyer'S cannot prove their case and substan-
liate their claim on oath, the lion. member
would have us make the cut over the head
of the court. If we are going to set up
Parliament as a court to review the decisions
of the Arbitration Court, we cannot operate
in one way only. The time will come when
we shall have to grant increases over the
head of the court. If the hon. member advo-
cates that p~rinciple for a downward trend
of wages, hie cannot deny it for an upward
trend.

Mr. Latham: The only reason we did it
was that the money was insufficient to go
around.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
deal with that phase, which is quite falla-
cious. After the hon. membI11er's experience
of the last three years, I did not think such
a fallacious, empty argument as that the
cutting of wagoes would keep more men in
employment would be repeated at this stage.
The bon. member cannot name a single indi-
vidual who has obtained employment owing-
to a reduction in the wages of other mn.

Mr. Marshall: I will wager that way.

The MINISTER FOR WORK-S: I sug-
gest there is not an individual in this city
who is in work to-day because someone else
has had his wages reduced. Let the boa.
member speak to the business men. When
the previous legislation was before Parrlia-
ment, I, quoted the experience of it Fre-
mtantle business titan. There had been a de-
hate between the me-mber for INedlands and
mne on the floor of the House, and a certain
business man pulled me uip a week after-
wards anmd s5aid lie had read the report of
[lhe discussion and had totally disag-reed with
the views I had expressed. Thea he added, "If
you will look at my book, I can draw a line
rig-ht across showing that the moment wages
were cut my taking-, fell, and I had to re-
duce myv staff bevause there was not the trade
to be done." He also s-tid that every busi-
iiess man wvas in the samne position. Instead
of the cut leading to an increase of employ-
mient, it reduced empl:yinent. Every buisi-
Less Man could tell us the same tihing. The
Main emmporiumis in this city did not take
advantage of the cut.

M1r. M1arshall: That is so.
Tbe* M1NISTER, POR WORKS: They

did not reduce their staffs, because it was
demonstrated to them what that. would
wean. They would not take advantage of
thle cut because they knew they would mere-
ly lie N1n$ng their own pockets. I niever
expected the hon. memiber to repeat thadt
argumicait at this stage.

Mr. Lathamn: You know the prices whealt
and wool were bringing and that the low
l)riees caused it.

The MINXISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
but there were other ways of getting around
it-. If the lion. member had read "Han-
sard" more fully, he would have found state-
Meats muehk stronger than the one he quoted.
We would have tackled the problem in some
other way. I repeat to-night what I said
when the legistation was first introduced. I
was challenged to say what I would have
done had I occupied a seat, on the Treasury
benches at that time, and I then said, and
I repeat it now, that sooner than he a party
to putting- a law like that on the statute-
book, I would sweep the gutters of Perth.
This is the first opportunity we have had
to clear that legislation off the statute-book.

Mr. L~atham: This is not the first act.
The INNISTER FOR WORKS: No, it

is the first opportunity we have had to
attack that legislation-
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'Ur. Latham: The last one.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -and

wve arc1T attacking it. When it was originall)
introduced, we all disagreed with it; the
whole Labour movement disagreed with the
sche me of cutting wages. If wages had to
be reduced, we contended, there 'was a trib-
unal clothed with the necessary authority to
make the reduction. The hon. member said
I bad made rash statements, but he did not
go so far as to quote any of them or say
that I could not prove anything I hod said
in moving the second reading of the Bill.
He did say that I had made statements that
the Prime -Minister had had to correct. I
think the figures published in this morning's
paper show that everything I said in movingf
the second reading of the Bill was correct.
The Prime 'Minister can make all the ex-
cuses he likes, but he cannot escape the fact
that ha collected in ievenuie £7,500,000 more
than he estimated to get. He budgeted for a
surplus of £1.2,469 and, if he had kept with-
in the expenditure for which he budgeted,
his suirplus would have been well over
£7,500,000.

b&. Lathamn: He got most of it from Cus-
toms revenue.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I nA
aware of that, but the fact remains that he
got the money. He indulged in all sorts of
extraordinary expenditure to cover up the
surplus. Income tax assessments are only
now being issued for money that should
have been collected before the end of June
last. That is well known to everyone.

Mr. Patrick: The State's assessments are
being issued along with them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For a
year later.

Mr. Patrick: No, for the same year.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

same officials operate for State and Federal
authorities.

MrY. Patrick: Exactly.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was

given an instance in this city. A certain
taxpayer, whose income tax exceeded £2,000.
made out his cheque,15iM it was suggestedl
to him that he should hold it back until
after the close of the financial year. Every
State Premier at the last meeting of the
Loan Council bad that point in mind.

Mr. Patrick: The department did not sug-
gest that to me.

Mr. Latham: If the Commissioner is doing
that with State revenue, it Is about time
you rapped him on the knuckles,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have no control over the Commissioner of'
Taxation. We actually offered to pay the
staff overtime in order to expedite the
collection of revenue, and our offer
was refused. We have no control
over the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion. The lion. member spoke of con-
tracts thagt are current now. I admit that
the difficulty exists, but, was there not at dif-
ficulty when the original legislation was in-
troduced?

Mr. Latham: 'Unfortunately there wvere no
contracts current at that timne.

The UINISTER FOR WOR KS: If the-
lion. memher will read my speech, he will
find that I mentioned more than one.

Mr. Latham: Whose contracts?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Did not

I cite the contract for the building of the
Commonwealth Baink? Does not the hion.
member remember that? The tender was
put in when p)rices were high.

Mr. Latham: Nearly the whole Of it rep-
resented material.

The M-inister for Railways: All of which
came down in price.

The MfINISTER FOR WORKS: Because.
a. bricklayer, working for the City Council
on coUNstVCting manholes, had his wages re-
duced under special application to the court,
every bricklayer in the building trade was
reduced. Although the contractor for the
Commonwealth Bank put in his tender when
prices wvera highi and things were booming,
he got the advantage of the 20 per cent. cut
in wages and in prices of all material. Every
line of material fell in price and the profit
went into the contractors pocket. There was
no suggestion that he should share. the profit
with the men he employed. The cut was
made to apply all round. The hon. member
knows that I cited companies who had paid
dividends of not less than 16 per cent, and
who got the advantage of the cut. They
reduced the wages of all their mnen.

Mr. Hegney: And did not reduce the
prices of their goods, either.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, they
put up the prices. Other companies making
huge profits that were sent out of the coun-
try did not even have to take their eases 'to
the court' on account of the common rule,
they applied the cut. As I stated at the
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time, it was the most iniquitous piece of le~is-
lation ever put on the statute-book and we
are altering it at the first opportunity. The
bion, member tried to enmphasise that the
men on the basic wage would receive no beae-
fit lender this letrislation. Why is that-?

Mr. Hawke: Do not prest the question.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Beeaugzs

thle measure will not affect tlhem.
Mr. Lathamn: I said it would not.
The mimIsTER FOR WORKS: The

lion, member would lead tile public to be-
lieve that thle reason tlhose men w~ill not
obtain an" benefit is due to a direct in the
Bill.

Mr. Lathamn: '\any' of them think 'your
Bill wvill do a lot for themn and( I wnat them
clearly to understand that it will riot.

Thle MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bon, member wishes to create tile inpres-
sion that we are doing nsothring for the ment
on the basic wage. He should get it into
his mind, and the public also should know,
that the only way in which wye can meet the
position of the basic wage earner is to abol-
ish the principle that the hon. mem-
ber supported in thle offensive legisla-
tion introduced by his Government, and
not by asking Parliament to over-
ride the decisions of the Arbitration Court.
The basic wage in operation here to-day
and all the margins up to 9s. are as fixed
by the Arbitration Court. The hois, mem-
ber says we are doing nothing for that sec-
tion. The only way we can do anything
for that section is to overiide the Arbitra-
tion Court and put Parliament in the posi-
tion of a wage-fixing machine. Let me re-
mind the hon. member that under his Gov-
ernment's measure, no matter how the
cost of living rose, the worker received no
compensating benefit. He was reduced when
the cost of living fell, but he could get no
increase when it rose.

Mr. Latham: You know what the inten-
tion of that legislation was.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The lion.
member knows we asked at the time that
if the cost of living went up those workers
should receive a corresponding advantage.
However, that was refused. We say now
that once a man is outside the Act, he shall
get the benefit of any rise in the cost of
living, and not be brought back under the
Act. The bon. member has said he is
afraid I brought down this Bill on my own.

Mr. Lathamn: I am not afraid of it.

The MILNISTER FOR WORKS; Perhaps
the hon. member is delighted about it.

Mr. Latham: You know exactly what we
think.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not knowv what were the habits of the last
Government. I know it was frequently
hinted, and there was a genera? impression,
that it was a one-man Government. if
that was the case with hon, members op-
posite, it is not so with us.

Mr. Latham: But it seems like it. Who
was the one man who ran the last Govern-
ment I

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We had
exhibitions of what was the fact. The hon.
member has frequently twitted uts, inside
and outside Parliament. with not being
able to move unless we have a decision of
caucus, by which we are bound.

Air. Latham: No; a decision of the
Trades Hall.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The bon.
member says we cannot act on our owff.
Now he asserts that an important measure
such as this was brought down to the
House by me without even the Premier be-
ing consulted.

Mr. Latham: No. I1 am speaking of the
Trades Hall.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then I
suppose I received instructions from the
Trades Hall, and am over-riding the rest
of the Cabinet.

Mr. Latham: You do not mind as long
as you have the Trades Hall behind youm

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
too ridiculous to be taken seriously. Like
all other measures, this has the approva
of the full Cabinet. There is no queson
on that score. This, I think, about cover.
all the points raised by the hon. member

Mr. Latham: Tell us what the Hill is go-
ing to cost.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member is most anxious to know ,vbal
the cost wvill be. He should not be so muct
concerned about that aspect.

Mr. Latham: Why not?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let hint

deal with the Treasurer on that point
During the last three ,years there wast
great deal done by the hion. member's Gov
erment on whichl we got no information

Mr. Latliam: We gave every bit of in.
formation.

The MINISTER FOR WORK.M : If the
hon. member's speech of to-night is to hi
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taken as meaning anythinrg, tile Bill is ]lot
going to cost moach, ie says we are giving
nothing, or rather that we are giv'ing at very
little to the reasonably paid men. Then
the "'hole thing is not worth troulifng
about.

-Mr. Latham: I said nothing of the sort.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then

why should ire go to the bother of getting
out informnntion,? The whol eposition has
been thoroughly canvassed. No decision
has been reached hurriedly' . The quesflon
has been examined, and earerully tinasred
out and argued for weeks. We know where
we are.

Mr. Latham: Will you cell us wat is tile
cost involved, and the number of pe.:.pie
affectedI

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government have to face that.

Mr. Latham: That is a carious reply.
Sur-ely to goodness this House is entitled to
the information!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hion.
member could not tell us what his Govern-
menit's Bill meant when it was brought down.

M1r. Lathamn: We told you what it would
save, and everything else about it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
found out what it saves, and all the rest.
The responsibility of carrying out the pro-
visions of this Bill rests upon the Govern-
ment. -(11

M r. Doney: Whlat is your objection to
telling the amount involved? Is it that you
do not know?

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: I-Ion.
members opposite question everything we
say. They -have even questioned the rates
that I quoted here last week.

Mr. Latham: What ratesl
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

hion. member quoted figures which were a
kind of challenge to my figures.

Mr. Latham: You quoted no figures at all.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Did I

not? Because I did not quote the figures
thle lion. member wants, he says I did not
quote ally.

Mr. Lathamn: I want the figures showing
the cost involved in the measure.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
not sufficiently obliging to give the figures
the lion. member wants. The Bill will go
through this Chamber all right. When we
were sitting opposite, we told the lion. mem-
her that such a Bill as this would be passed.

.)rt. Latham,: N.'. You slid you wouildL
repeal the legislation.

Thie MINISTER FOR WORKS: We ire
rejpealing the legislation.

Mr. Lathsiani: No, you aire not.
The MINIST ERi FORI WORKS: We ale,

ats far as we possibly ella, getting out of the
load thle hoil. member left uis. His Govern-
mlent left uts wvithn this infdant. At least, it
i Iot mutch of all infant now.

Mr". l-a thaln: Wye left yout an infianat ,ad
now' voIlt are making a Monster of it.

The M1It1iSTEI? FOR WVORKS: Tile
lion. member c'reated a monster, which we
aire tIivipr to tialu a little. fi'le airgunin
that thec Bill wvould create I unemloymnent is
the old cry thlat lhns been hleard back over
the ages, a cry which hals been repeated aga in
and again. It has been heard in the Arbi-
tration Court over an~d over again. The
arg-ument has been disproved right through
thle years that it has been examined, and nowv
it has been disproved here once more. The
industries Imentioned by the Leader of the
Opposition have used that argument many,
many times in the Arbitration Court. There
is a tribunal properly qualified to take evi-
dence rind sift -the whole situation. Parlia-
nient is absolutely unfitted for this task. We
umust not continue this bad principle one
hour longer on our statute-book than can
be avoided.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleelman in the Chair; the Minister
for Works ill charge of the Bill.

Clause I-agreed to.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 7

A-r. LATHAM%: I desire to move anl
amendment that in proposed Subsection 4,
paragraph (,a), the words "did not exceed
£C293 per annumt" be struckl out. The clause
as it stands does not apply to the whole of
the Public Service. Why should a few be
picked out to the disadlvanltage of the many?

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid the lion.
memnber is not in order ill moving the amend-
ment, as it will increase the burden on the
people.

Mr. LATHAM: While I shall not move
to disagree with your ruling, Mr. Chairman,
I fail to see how the amendment can pos-
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sibly have chat effect. Its effect is to give
relief. I( does not seek to impose a burden.

The CHIAIRM.%AN:\ The Bill proposes to
give -relief.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and the amendment
proposes to give a little more relief.

The CHAIRMNAN: The amendment would
interfere with the finance.

Mr. floney: But not to the extent of add-
ing to thle Treasurers burden. It eas.es the
Treasurer's burden.

M.1r. LATHAM: I do not think the doause
will have any effect, really. The Minister
refuses to sav VWhat is thle ann1ount ijivnlved.
Probably it is infinitesimal. If the atmount
is small 1 shiall say, Sir, that you have a
-right to accept my amendment. My amend-
mnent proposes to give relief. I object to
the Minister bringing down legislation with-
out stating all the facts in his possession. I
do not know of such a thing happening pre-
viously. The Minister said the Oovernment
had thoroughly investigated the matter.

The Minister for Works: The amendment
has been ruled out.

Mr. LATHAMN: I am speaking on the
clatuse now. The clause favours some offi-
cers, and leaves the others to stew in their
own. juice. We should be fair to all sections.
The M-inister ought to move thle amendment
himself. Why did not the Minister bring
down a Bill on the lines of the Federal mea-
sure but excluding members of Parliament,
whlose exclusion would be justified because
their increase of salary has been in far
greater proportion than that of the public
servants? Before the Bill passes the Com-
mittee stage, I 'want the Minister to tell, 'us
the miunber of public servants affected and
the amount of money involved.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
ain amendment-

That the following lbe inserted inl aragraph
(b) of the proposed new Subsection (4) aft--r
tile wvord ''than,"' in line 3.3, the words "'an
officer in the Police Force appointed l6v the
Govrnor under -Section 6 of the Police Act,
139? , and other than.''

'The idea is that relief shall be given to the
nion-commissioned members of the police
force; the commissioned Officers will not get
any benefit. Some of the commissioned
officers receive up to £600 a year and yet
their salaries fluctuate with the basic wage.
To give police officers receiving such a high
sialary as that the advantage set out in the

Bill] and then refuse it to the railway officers
and public. servants, would be most inconsis-
tent. As a matter of fact, it would create
all sorts of anomalies within the police force
itself. 'When the Bill was drafted, this point
was overlooked. I1 submit the amendment.

Mr. LATHIL: I am tired of attempting
to get information from the Minister, but
will he tell us what is the maximum salary
a police officer will receive before the Bill
will cease to apply!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
;vage.4 of nion-conunissioned officers and
ordinary rank and file of the police force
are fixed by the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Stubbs- Up to sergeant rank!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Up to
inspectorial. rank. Their saaries or wages
fluctuate with the basic wage alteration.

Mr. Stubbs. Ever since the Financial
Emergency Act came in?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Always
The salaries of ins~pectors range from £480
to £600.

Mr. Stubbs: Would it not have been bet-
ter to bring in a separate Bill for the police!I

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
want to place the police on exactly the same
tooting as other branches of the service. The
amiendlment will overcome a difficulty, and
will make the non-commissioned officers
rank equally with those in the Civil Service
and thle railways.

31r. TATHAM: The Minister took me to
task because he said I was using Parliament
to usurp the functions of the Arbitration
Court. He is now usurping the functions
of the Arbitration Court. The civil service
salaries are fixed by the Public Service Comt-
missioner and there is the right of appeal.

The Minister for Works: We cannot
ailtoi all your mistakes.

M1r. LATHAM: NXo, but you are attempt-
ing to make them worse by this measure.
The Minister has not given us any infor-
mation and I can only conclude he has
not any to give.

Amendment puit and passed.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment-

That in paragra'h (b) of proposedI new
Stion 4 thle words ''whose salary is paid

~er mierliuja of wages payv sheets and,'' be
struck ouit.
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These words were queried when the Bill
was first drafted. Some officers are lpaid
on wages sheets and ethers on salary
sheets, and if the clause is left as it is
printed, it will mean a lot of confusion
and wrangling. I am advised that if the
words come out the clause will then be
well understood.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. LATHAM: We are dealing with the
matter piecemeal. If it had been desired
to do a fair thing by the service, the Min-
ister might have followed the example set
by the Commonwealth and restored the
cut to the extent of five per cent. I men-
tion this as my final protest againt the
Bill.

Clause as amended put, and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 27
Noes . .. . .. 17

Majority for

Mr. Clothier
Mr. Coverlsy
Mr. Crons
Mr. CunninghaLm
Mr. Hawks
Mr. Hegney
Miss Holman
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kenneally
Mr. Lambert
Mr. MeCalln
UMr. Marshall
Mr. Milllington
Mr. Moloney

MKr. Brockans
Mr. Ferguson
MVr. Lottham
Mr. McDona ld
U r. MnT..nrtV
Mr. North
AI r Pntriek
Mr. Piess
14!'L Sampson

Aviu.
Mr. Collier

Alesa.

Nout

Mr. Sluri
Mr. Needhan
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Rsphael
Mr. Rodored
Mr. V' 0. 1%. 5
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Troy
AMr. Wanshrr
Mr. Wilcock
Mr. Wise
Mr, Wit heris
Mr . %ilson

a.

Mr. Seward
Mr. .1. If. S,
Mr. .7. M, 8r
Mr. Stubsa
Mr' Thorn
Mr' Warner
M r' W elsh
Mr. faney

PAIR.

IMr. Wem
Clause, as amended, thus passed&

Clause 3-Amendment of Seeti

Mr. HAWKE: In the proviso1
certain words the exact import
I cannot grasp. I1 move an ener

That the wi-rds in lines 2. r, and
had not attr'ined the age of 60 yea
30th dlay of June, 1931,'' be struci

I do that so Ihat the meaning of t
may be made clearer and so that
ister may explain why thle wvords

eluded. In the previous clause there is a
proviso somewhat similar to that of Clause
3, but without the words that I propose to
strike out of the proviso of Clause 3. 1 see
no reason for their inclusion. Of course
if the Minister has a convincing explana-
tion to make as to why they should be in-
cluded, I shall consider the advlsableness
of withdrawing ray amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
not raise any objection to the words being
struck out. The Crown Law Department
tried to impress upon mie that it was neces-
sary for the words to be included, hut
I was not convinced.

Mr. LATHAM: Does not this mean that
ai person may have retired on the 30th
June, 1931, on a salary lower than lie
would have had on account of the Finan-
cial Emerg-ency cut! Perhaps the words
were puit there to afford him some probec-
Lion I

- The Minister for Works: The Crown Law
10 Department asked that this should he done,
- although I remain unconvinced as to the

necessity for it.

Mr. LATHAM: Is it not intended to pro-
vide that an officer, who retiree after the
date in question, may have done so on a

rnidh lesser salary because of the financial emer-

gh gency cut? Were not these words included
uh to give him some protection?

The Minister for Works: If a person re-

(Tle. tires under the age of 60 he will not get is
Telr) pension?

Mr. LATHAM:- If be had not reached
nith the age of 60 at that -time, but reached id
nutb subsequently and thea retired, he should not

sulffer because of the financial emergency
cut. The Minister has taken power to deal

(Tle. ith these cnses on their meritsi. I desire to
(T~r) put in a word for those who were transfer-

red under the Imperial Act, namely, the few
civil servants who were taken over in the
early days of constitutional Governmnt. A
High Court case was hea-rd in South Aus-

on 8: tralia when it was found that those who had
rxere are contracts with the Imperial authorities had
of which them taken over by the State. I hope the
idment- Minister will look into these eases and ex-
4, e"wha, tend some consideration to them,

rs on the The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
k oat, have taken power to deal with these border-

he clause line eases. I believe some of these people
the Mini- have been hard hit and are getting pensions
wvere in- of only a few shillings a week. I propose to
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have each case examined, after which
Cabinet wviil deal with each claim. on its
inerits-

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause -k-Repeal of Part V.:

Clause put, and a divisioti taken with the
following result--

A~yes
N oes

26
16

legislative Council,
llIedP esduy, 13A i Decemtber, 1933.

Question: J.'ijbile Service, goidelds alowances..
Bills:; Lotteries (Control) Act Amendment (No. 2),

Assembly's message.............. ...
Fariners' Debts Adjustmnt Act Amendment, IlL
Fire Uhtigades Act Ansendeene, Assembly's

message .......................
State Transport Co-ordination, 2R...... ...

Majority for

MrT. Clothier
Mir. Cross4
Mr. Cunninghnm
Mr. Hawks
Mr. H. ,gney
Alias Idolmm
Mr. .Ichneon
Mldr. !Cenueally
Mr. Lambert
Mr. McCallum
MrT. M11arshall
Mr. Mil ilngton
Mr, Moloney

Mr. Brockman
M r. Ferguson
M r. Latham
Mr. McDonald
Mr. Molorly
Mr. North
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Plense

A YES.

M 1. Munsie
Mr. Needhal
M r,.N lsen
NIr. Raphael
%Ir. Rodored
A r. F, C, L
Mr. Tonkin
Mr, Troy
Mr. Wansbr
NIT. Wilicoci
31r. Wise
Mr, Withers
MrI. Wilson

NlOES.

.. 10

In

'The PiESII)ENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read lpraYers.

QUESTION-PUBLIC SERVICE,
GOLDFIELDS ALLOWANCES.

Smith Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-t
retary: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-,

ough ernueuim to restore to goldfields civil ser-
vonts. and teachers the goldfllds allowance
for mnarried neen. 2, Will the G'overnment

(Trlr.) consider the rquestion of restoring the an-
nual railway pass to goldfields teachlers and
civil servants?

r. OUmipsb-*
Mr. Seward
Mr. J. M. Smith
N-, Pttibbs
IMr. Thorn
Mr. Wzsrnsr
Mr. Welsh
MrL Doney

(Tell a'.)

PAIRS.
AYES.NOES.

%fr. Collier Mr. Keenan
Mr. Coverley IMr. J7. 1. Mann

Clause thus passed.

Clauses 5, 6, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILLS (3)-RETURNED.

1, Public Works Act Amendlment.

2, Government Railways Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

3, Health Act Amendment (No. 2).

With amendments.

House adjourned a~t 8.55 p.m.

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I,
These allowances are fixed pursuant to a
decision of the Arbitration Court with re-

gu-ito goldfields, allowances generally,
and it is rtot within the province of the
Government to interfere with any such
award of the Court. 2, The matter is al-
ready under consideration.

BILL-LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2.)

Assem bly~'s Message.

A message having beern received from the
Aesemnbly notifying that it had agreed
to N'os. 1 and 2 of the Council's amend-
merits mande in the Bill and bad disagreed
to Nosi. 3, 4, and 5, the message was now
considered.

Ir Commiittee.
H[on. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-

nni'yMinister in chagrge of the message.

No. 3: Clause 4-Delete the words
"thirh'v-six'' in line 3, and substitute the
words ''thirty-four."

Assembly's reason for disagreeing. to the
Council's amendmnent:-The princ:iple of
the Bill has been agreed to by both Houses.
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